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The Voice of Mahein no. 10, 6 September 2010. 

 

Media and Security in Timor Leste 

Introduction 

The Media plays an important role in helping to distribute information to the public.   Information 
that is given by the media is able to contribute to the democracy and peace of a nation while the 
media also can be also threaten the democracy and peace of a nation, if such information 
contains elements that are the product of bad intentions.  

The history of Timor Leste’s struggle is not separated from the role of the media. The media had 
a very active role in disseminating political propaganda against the Suharto authoritarian 
government. With the media, Timor Leste was able to tumble down the dignity of Indonesia in 
front of the international eyes by providing information about incidents, especially about 
violations of basic human rights in Timor Leste, such as the massacre in Santa Cruz on 
November 12th, 1991. With this information, the world asked the case regarding the integration 
of Timor Leste with Indonesia to be reviewed.  

The leader of the church in Timor Leste, Bishop Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo, in 1996 shocked 
the Indonesian politicians in his interview with the magazine Der Spiegel.  In the Ocotber 14th 
1996 edition, the bishop stated to the German magazine that “Indonesian military has taken 
away our freedom and destroyed our culture, and also treat us like dirty dog. They don’t 
recognize the norm of justice. The Indonesian people treat us like cheap slaves.”  

Not only that, but the Vatican press news in the middle of September 1999, mentioned the 
elements that had been campaigned for by Bishop Belo included the issue of genocide of the 
East Timorese. He mentioned that incidents prior to election were genocide and equal to the 
destruction of the ethnic minorities of Bosnia-Herzegovina and Rwanda.  

Bishop Belo accused the Indonesian National Army (TNI) as the most responsible organization 
for that case. TNI was mentioned to have a sense of revenge regarding the failure to get hold of 
Timor Leste. “Because of that vengeance, Timor Leste was made into total disarray” Belo said 
from his hiding place in Lisbon. At that time, Bishop Belo already demanded the case to be 
brought to the international high court. Belo’s voice about Timor Leste was supported by 
Vatican.1 

The people of Timor Leste did not only use the media against the Indonesian government 
during the time of struggle, but the people also really needed the media during the time of 
independence. The media that has been portrayed as a foundation in democracy surely has a 
duty to actively involve themselves in creating peace in Timor Leste. 
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An ideal media is a media that works for the livelihood of the people and a nation that is 
democratic.  Its function is to keep the enhancement of the democratic political processes alive 
by providing guidance to all the citizens, in order to get transparent information regarding 
political processes. The other function is to realize the national peace and security of Timor 
Leste.  

One form of media assistance in this context, is to give out information about peace according 
to its principle, with balanced news publications and according to the facts. The media is 
expected to guide the public to have a better understanding about the aspects of democracy 
and peace. The media also, certainly, has quite a big responsibility to participate in the process 
of democratization and the process of peace itself.2 

The Voice of Mahein Foundation (FM) no 10, at this time will discuss about the interest of the 
media and presents a table of problems regarding the activities of media outlet Suara Timor 
Lorosae (STL) in its publication. In this opportunity, FM explains profoundly about the main 
problem in publication and the media as a threat.  FM ends with a conclusion and 
recommendations. 

The Interest of the Media 

Conversing about the media in Timor Leste cannot be separated from the interests behind the 
media itself, especially the interest behind the information that is given. In the development of 
the media in Timor Leste, there are two basic interests which are, the interest of economy, and 
the interest of power, that form the content of the media, and what information is presented and 
is provided. Jose Belo, Vice President of Press Club, states that media as a business always 
searches for the economical profit by making sensations in the news that blind many readers 
who read the news.  

On the other hand, the interest of power in forming the content of media itself is happening right 
now, as people who have control over the media also want to make news according to their will, 
and even the politicians use the media to create conflict or use the media to shape public 
opinion to support their aim.3  

Between these two interests, a more crucial interest is actually ignored; the public interest. The 
public interest is, that the media should support the development of democracy, peace, national 
discipline through news that prioritizes cheerfulness to protect and look after peace that has 
been sustained all this time. However, because of the two interests mentioned above, the public 
interest is actually put aside.  

The strength of power and economical interests shapes the content of the media which actually 
makes the media in Timor Leste impartial, dishonest, unjust, not objective, and not open. 
Consequently, information that is presented causes conflict and creates victims because of the 
inaccuracy of such information.  

The STL media often provokes confrontation in its news reporting. Not only that, STL also 
intentionally violates the Constitution of RDTL by having a monopoly over the media. According 
to Domingos Saldanha, Deputy Publisher and Business Director, the media that he manages, 
consists of several areas such as STL Press, printing, electronic media that consists of 
television media, STL TV and/or radio STL FM, and online media which are all different sections 
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
2 http://catatan-angga.blogspot.com/2009/07/demokrasi-pemilu-dan-peran-pers.html.  
3 Interview with the deputy of  President Press Club, Jose Belo, Dili, 27 July 2010. 
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of one large media group. Centralization of ownership and/or control over the sector of news 
and print media, can result in the practice of monopoly and discourage healthy competition.  

In the constitution of RDTL chapter 41, about the freedom of press and mass media, the third 
verse, states that “monopoly over mass media is prohibited”. Limiting ownership in the media is 
reasonable to avoid monopoly of information in the hand of one person or one company. 

The violations of the Constitution, and the confrontations that are often created by STL media 
whether done intentionally or not, require further investigation. Several frequent problems that 
are attributed to STL media can be seen in the following table:  

Problematic Table of the STL Media 

News Items/Aim 

 

No. Publication/Edition Type  of Issue or 
Presented News 

Victimized 
Individual/Institution 

 
Defamation of 
Individual/Institution  

Conflict Instigator 

 

1. STL edition 
Tuesday 

14/08/2001 

 

Bussinessman 
Bambang 
Hermawan alias 
Kasto, an 
Indonesian citizen 
who is supposedly 
running a business 
selling motorbikes 
in ex. Jaya Sehat 
store, since last 
june has been kept 
in Salemba Prison 
in Jakarta because 
of involvement in 
fraud over land, 
store location, 
business of 
narcotic and drugs, 
and the company’s 
goods belonging to 
other people.  

Bussinessman 
Bambang 
Hermawan alias 
Kasto  

Dili District Court, in 
the first degree of 
civil case, has 
made the following 
decision : payment 
of compensation in 
the amount of US$ 
250.000.  
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2. STL edition  
Tuesday 

19/11/2002 

Briefing of the 
Foreign Minister Dr. 
Ramos Horta who 
assesed that his 
staff were not doing 
their duty during 
working hours, but 
spent time dating in 
the office  

Foreign Minister 
Ramos Horta and all 
the members of the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs  

Bring down a 
national figure in 
the eyes of national 
and international 
public.   

 

3. STL edition 
Tuesday 

22/03/2005 

According to the 
opinion of STL Gil 
Fernando da Costa 
says that Aniceto 
Guterres Lopes 
Performed the 
practice of KKN 
(Corruption, 
Colution, and 
Nepotism) and 
does not have a 
sense of 
nationalism; 
Aniceto, when he 
formed Yayasan 
Hak, acquired 
support and special 
salary from the 
Indonesian 
government and 
military. 

Aniceto Guterres 
Lopes. 

Victim has been 
compensated by 
STL with the 
amount of 
US$5000.4 

 

4. STL edition 
Wednesday  
01/10/2009 

Timor-Leste copied 
the Indonesian card 
in the campaign of 
the regional head 
election; UNIFEM 
accused TLMDC-
and STL states 
TLMDC made a 
duplication. 

TLMDC (Timor-
Leste Media 
Development 
Centre) and the 
people of Timor 
Leste  

Brings down the 
TLMDC institution 
and pollutes the 
dignity and 
sovereignty of 
Timor Leste.  

 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
4	
  Recibo-$US- 5.000,00  Dili, 19 Februari 2010.	
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5. STL edition 
Monday 

22/02/2010 

Published pictures 
of 6 female 
students from St. 
Peter High School 
in Comoro that 
were considered 
immoral.  

The Six female 
students of St. Peter 
High School, 
Comoro and their 
families. 

The 6 female 
students were 
expelled from their 
school and none of 
them can go to 
school in Timor 
Leste  

 

6. STL edition 
Monday 

24/04/2010 

States that Xanana 
Gusmao accused 
Mari Alkatiri of 
burning down the 
customs office in 
2006 crisis.  

Kay Rala Xanana 
Gusmao and Mari  
Alkatiri 

 Created conflict 
between the two 
highest leaders of 
Timor Leste.  

7. STL edition  
Tuesday 

13/07/2010 

States that it is not 
the time anymore 
to consider the 
service of the 
veterans and their 
heroism.  

PNTL District 
Commander Pedro 
Belo and the 
Veterans  

Pedro is not 
respected in the 
eyes of the 
veterans and the 
youths of 
clandestine, 
because they feel 
as though the 
veterans feel they 
are not valued.  

Causes conflict 
between the 
veterans, fighter 
groups and Pedro 
Belo  

8. STL edition 
Wednesday 
21/07/ 2010 

 

Says that Secretary 
Mario Dos Reis 
defends Pedro Belo  

Secretary of State 
for the Veterans, 
Mario Nicolao Dos 
Reis  

 Created conflict 
between Secretary 
Mario Nicolao Dos 
Reis and the 
veterans 

  

From the table above, it can be seen that the inaccuracy of STL media in collecting and 
publishing news often causes conflict and creates victims among the people and the political 
elites in Timor Leste. A more detailed explanation about troubles that are caused by STL media 
are as follows:   

Between the years of 2001-2010, five cases are categorized as defamation of individual or 
institution. First, in the edition 14 August 2001, STL presented news that stated people need to 
be careful with foreign businessmen with the motives of investing in Timor Leste in Xanana 
Gusmao’s name, such as businessman Bambang Hermawan alias Kasto, an Indonesia citizen 
who was believed to be involved in the sector of selling motor bikes in the ex Jaya Sehat store.  
Since last June he has languished in the Salemba Prison in Jakarta because of his involvement 
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in the case of deception regarding the land and location of the store, engaging in the business 
of narcotics and prohibited drugs, and selling equipment that belonged to other people.5 

Second, in the edition Tuesday 19 November 2002 STL published news about a briefing of the 
Foreign Minister Dr. Ramos Horta, the current president of the republic, who assesed that his 
staff were not doing their duty during working hours, but spent their time dating in the office. Of 
course Ramos Horta, in this case, as the Foreign Minister became the victim of this news.  

Third,  STL edition Tuesday 22 March 2005 published an opinion from Gil Fernando da Costa 
that said Aniceto Guterres Lopes performed the practice of KKN and did not have a sense of 
nationalism; Aniceto, when he formed Yayasan HAK, attained the support and a special salary 
from the governmenment and military of Indonesia.6 

Fourth, before the chief of village election, the STL media edition Wednesday 7 October 2009 
stated that Timor Leste copied the Indoneisian card in the campaign for the chief of village 
election. UNIFEM accused TLMDC/Timor Leste Media Development Center as STL stated that 
TLMDC carried out forgery.7  

Fifth, STL also victimized the high school students of St. Petrus Comoro by publishing pictures 
of six students that were considered as immoral in its edition Monday 22 February 2010, which 
caused the six students to be expelled from school.8 

Moreover, as far as cases that are categorized as instigating conflict which can threaten the 
national security of Timor Leste in the year of 2010 there are three such cases that can be 
identified.  They are the following:  

First, in the month of April, STL created a clash between the big leaders, specifically, between 
Mari Alkatiri and Xanana Gusmao in its edition Monday 26 April 2010 that said Xanana accused 
Alkatiri as the main actor behind the burning of the Customs Office in the year of 2006.14 This 
case certainly made Mari Alkatiri and the followers of FRETILIN party angry.    

Second, in the edition Tuesday 13/July/2010, STL heated up the political atmosphere in Timor 
Leste with the publication of news that stated: Pedro Belo said that now it is not the time 
anymore to count the service of the veterans and their heroism.9 

The third one is the case that relates to the news that is assumed as humiliation to the veterans. 
In the edition Wednesday 21/July/2010 STL published an article on the front page titled Seretary 
Mario Reis defends Pedro Belo. That statement created false disagreements among the 
veterans.  

In relation to the extent of truth regarding that information, Mahein Foundation (FM) did an 
interview with Sec. Marios Nicolau Dos Reis, and Reis denied that statement and on the 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
5 Francisco da Silva, said for intance STL involved  KEJ AJTL and STL have obligation to follow the rule, however, if 
STL did not involved means it did not any meaning for STL. Dili, 06 August 2010.	
  
6 STL 22 March  2005.	
  
7 Francisco da Silva, said for intance STL involved  KEJ AJTL and STL have obligation to follow the rule, however, if 
STL did not involved means it did not any meaning for STL. Dili, 06 August 2010.	
  
8 STL Edisi,  22 February 2010.	
  
9 STL 13 July 2010.	
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contrary, he accused STL media as unprofessional and insane in publishing that information. 
Furthermore, Reis stated that news from the STL media is not educative10. 

From the number of cases that are created by the STL media, the most dangerous case was 
the humiliation that was published by the STL media in edition 13/07/1010. Issues of conflict in 
media appear when information is published in the media (representation world) that is not 
related to social reality (real world) which create various problems in social and political life.11  

Through analysis that is carried out by Mahein Foundation (FM) about humiliating news 
published in the STL media, we find that such information is responded to seriously by the 
people of Timor Leste.  The people observe that this entire time the STL media has not carried 
out its functions properly and this can be seen from several cases that have taken place. 
Publication that is presented in the STL media at this time really threatens national security and 
the democratization process that is being developed by the people of Timor Leste prior to the 
1999 political conflict and the military political conflict in 2006. 

On the other side, people are also very disappointed with Xanana Gusmao’s statement in STL 
edition Tuesday 27 July 2010 that mentioned Xanana stated: the veterans – Pedro Belo - STL 
situation was not a big issue. This publication contradicted the reality that was faced by the 
people of Timor Leste because the public saw the case as a serious issue because relevant 
components were created to establish a mediation process to resolve that issue. Xanana 
Gusmao’s statement did not give light that the STL media should reorganize itself; thus, a 
similar case will be repeated in the STL publication in the future because Xanana has created a 
bad precedent by not pushing for them to stop.    

Main Problem 

What becomes the main concern is that whether or not the insult was intentional, and what was 
the motive? Because after the news publication in the STL media, Jose Belo immediately 
contacted Pedro Belo, PNTL Commander of Dili District, and the editing section of the STL 
media for confirmation. Pedro denied the information, where as the STL media editors said they 
did not have the record. However, the humiliating sentence was there and was published in the 
STL media. Hence, there is a need to have a thorough investigation regarding this case in order 
to find out what the mistakes are and the possibility of STL having a political interest in providing 
misinformation. 

In relation to that, Timor Post Director Jose Ximenes, says that the media must have a balance 
in their news publication. Sensitive information needs clarification and careful investigation. If 
that information is in fact right, then it should go into the analysis step to know the extent of its 
effect. If its effect could threaten national stability and security, then such news should be off the 
record or such news should not be published in the media because of security reasons.12 

Furthermore, Jose Ximenes explains that a lot of mistakes in the news publication occur 
because of the human resource factor. Therefore, STL media should use its donor’s money to 
provide training for the journalists in each specific field, such as national defense and security, 
so that the journalists are skillful in covering information while understanding the situation and 
the condition of the national security and defense of Timor Leste.  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
10 Interview with State Sec. for Veteran,  Mario Nicolau dos Reis,  Dili, 22 July 2010.	
  
11 Yasraf A. Piliang, Op. Cit., Hal: 219.	
  
12 Interview with Director of newpaper Timor Post, Jose Ximenes, Dili, 27 July 2010.	
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However, in the development of the STL media, it rarely carries out training to increase the 
capacity of its journalists. Many countries of international donors give support to the STL media 
to improve the capacity of their journalism, but the STL media never performs intensive training 
to increase the capacity of its journalists.    

Are the funds given by a number of International donors part of a mission to improve the role of 
media as a basic foundation of democracy to realize peace in this country, or as an actor to 
instigate conflict that threatens the stability of Timor Leste?  

Nevertheless, according to Davia Diaz Ximenes alias Mandati, Member of Parliament B 
Commission, says that STL media often makes the same mistakes so that this incident has an 
intentional element; thus, the government needs to give a sanction according to the law. Jose 
Belo, however, admits that errors often happen like this all this time in the media so media must 
acknowledge its mistakes and learn to fix it.  This particular mistake is a very fatal one and 
offers a great lesson for all the media to learn from that error in order to give something good to 
the people.13 

The STL media has not only made news publication mistakes during its journey, but also 
breached the AJTL (Association of Timor Leste Journalist) Code of Ethics. There are three 
Journalist Codes of Ethics (KEJ) that have been disobeyed by the STL media which are: firstly, 
the first article that states that journalists mush respects the public right to have right 
information. With the mistake in the news publication by the STL media, it truly has already not 
respected the public because the news does not have all elements of truth. 

Secondly, the fourth article of KEJ says that journalist must write and report facts with clear 
sources. In relation to that, the media publishes news that is not consistent with the facts and its 
sources are also unclear.  

Thirdly, the eighth article of KEJ states that journalists must rectify wrong news immediately 
when it is known to be incorrect. The mistake done by the STL media is that most of the time, it 
refuses to rectify wrong information such the case of Bambang Hermawan alias Kasto in edition 
14/08/2001 and the TLMDC story regarding card forgery according to the STL media edition 
01/10/2009. Regarding erroneous information about the veterans, the STL media has modified 
it, but that rectification was not proportional to the effect of the original misinformation.  

The STL media should have respected the basic rights of every person; thus, we demand the 
media to be professional and open for the control of the people, to keep the public’s trust and 
uphold integrity and professionalism. Based on that reason, the STL media must obey the AJTL 
Journalist Codes of Ethics.14  

Thus, one factor causes anxiety that is faced by the people of Timor Leste, is that the media 
does not follow the AJTL Journalist Codes of Ethics. The second factor is an economic one that 
encourages the media to pursue a bigger profit amrgin and ignores the AJTL Journalist Codes 
of Ethics. The third factor is that most media in Timor Leste do not utilize the system of 
investigative journalism; which is to perform a deeper investigation before news is published. 
Most media in Timor Leste cover and write information from meetings that are only rhetorical 
statements and do not contain proof, but relies on what is said in the meetings and 
seminars/workshops.  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
13 Interview with the Deputy  President Press Club, Jose Belo, Dili,  27 July 2010.	
  
14  http://pemimpinkaryawan.blogspot.com/2010/03/kode-etik-jurnalistik-dan-undang-undang.html.	
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Media rarely has evidence or documents about something, yet continues writing about the 
content of documents and gives confirmation to such documents. This means the media, in 
certain cases, does not have enough evidence to defend the truth of the facts of the information 
that has been collected and published. Therefore, news publication in the media often does not 
reflect facts and its sources are unclear, wich eventually creates conflicts among the people.  

With the presence of unclear sources in the news, it causes conflicts such as humiliating 
information that has taken place in the STL media. It has elicited strong reactions from the 
members of the veterans and other organizations that struggled for independence. Such strong 
reaction causes nervousness among the people because it could cause a physical confrontation 
again that threatens the stability of Timor Leste’s national security. Therefore, the people 
demand the veterans group in the National Parliament to sit together to find out the source of 
the problem so that this situation cannot be used by a third party to cause a bigger problem.15  

David Ximenes says that physical conflict depends on authorities’ ability to resolve, in this case 
the veterans are in a position to follow the orders of Xanana Gusmao, but the veterans will 
always speak through channels that have been created; and will follow different directions if 
being disadvantaged16.  

According to Lulik, on the other hand, the disagreement between the STL media, Pedro Belo, 
and the veterans is a small matter. If we have the right ethics to end this issue, then it will not 
take a long time. However, if this case is abandoned, then it can deteriorate and conflict might 
not be able to be avoided.17 

Media as a Threat  

Since 13 July 2010 the media began to cultivate conflict among the people, conflict among the 
veterans, Pedro Belo, and the STL media. Jose Belo says that the media could participate in 
creating peace but if the media is misused then it could create conflict just like what is 
happening now. When the media is misused, then the problem takes place immediately 
regarding what is said in the media (media image) and the reality outside of the media.  

Latent conflict that is caused by the STL media is like a time bomb that could explode at any 
time to destroy Timor Leste. As a result, people could see the STL media as a threat to the 
security of Timor Leste. Suspicion about the presence of STL media in Timor Leste as threat to 
the security has been heard for years.  

Then, with the unclear source of information about Pedro Belo offending the veterans that was 
published by the STL media edition 13/07/2010, there is rejuvenated sadness and suspicion 
toward the STL media as threat to the security of Timor Leste, which has caused quarrels 
between the veterans group and Pedro Belo that, in the end, created insecurity among the 
people.  

The previous Foreign Minister, Dr. Jose Ramos Horta, the current president, mentioned that at 
one time STL acquired funding from Commando of Special Force (KOPASSUS). Horta pointed 
out STL as a media that existed because of funding from the Indonesian government. 
Furthermore, The Foreign Minister Horta accused that the body of strategic intelligence BAIS, 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
15 Timor Post Newspaper, 17 July 2010.	
  
16 Interview with the member of The National Parliement Commitee B, Mr.  Dias Ximenes, Dili, 27 July 2010.	
  
17, Timor Post Newspaper,  17 July 2010.	
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KOPASSUS, TNI, Harmoko (ex Minister of Information) and the militia were behind the funding 
of the STL newspaper.18 

Not only that, the public also accuses the STL media of having a relationship with UNTAS (Uni. 
Of Timor Heroes), an organization that settled in Indonesia, and that at the moment makes 
political propaganda to cause insecurity in Timor Leste. Domingos Saldanha Deputy Publisher 
and Business Director states that the media under his management does not have relations with 
any organization, let alone such a political organization that was formed since 1999.  

Moreover, Saldanha says that those who accuse the STL media of having relations with UNTAS 
organization are engaging in cruel slander. He admits that in 1999 he was politically affiliated 
with autonomy, but we returned to side with the decision by the majority of the people who 
chose independence, and that was the right choice and the voice of the people. The voice of the 
people is the voice of god so that you cannot betray people’s voice as it is the highest political 
decision for everyone to value and respect.19 

Saldanha’s statement does not change public perception towards STL because according to the 
results of the investigations by Mahein Foundation (FM) indicate that the public still suspects 
STL as the media of UNTAS.20 

In relation to that Ermes Barros, a member of parliament and of the Social Democratic Party 
faction says “we need to give serious attention toward the case of UNTAS because they try from 
every sector. Now, they are attempting through police to create a problem with the veterans; 
then, they will move to other targets such as schools and other places that could create conflict 
among the people.”  

What is more, David Ximenes states that the media often makes propaganda to create 
insecurity among the people. David explains that media propaganda has created conflicts and 
helped toppl the previous government in 2006, proven with the fall of Alkatiri’s government. He 
continues to say that the media has destroyed FRETILIN before, and now they are trying to 
demolish the veteran group, but David is sure that it will not happen.21 

For that reason, the nation has to take firm action because the concerned side has created 
instability that threatens the national security of Timor Leste. In relation to that issue, David 
Ximenes (Mandati) says that during the Indonesian time the veterans were called a band of 
security intruders (GPK) because the veterans fought against the Indonesian government where 
as now there are some groups that are trying to disturb security by pitting the veteran group 
against each other. So what is their nickname? Let the media provide the answer.22 

Hence, it should be recognized that the STL media often reports information that instigates 
conflict involving politicians, as illustrated above. These conflicts cause many victims in Timor 
Leste that are not only politicians, but the veterans, the police, and activists, but high school 
students become victim of the STL action as well. Thus, it is about time for the media to 
contribute to the democracy and peace in Timor Leste by applying peaceful journalism as a part 
of efforts to muffle conflict among the people.  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
18 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/KESTA/message/2372	
  
19 Interview with  Deputy Publisher and Business Director, Domingos Saldanha, Dili, 23 July 2010.	
  
20 UNTAS (Uni Timor Asuwain), Norberta Belo, in the organization structure as Social department officer now is 
working for Minister Saude in Dili , Timor-Leste. Lihat (http://untas.org).	
  
21 Interview with the member of The National Parliement Commitee B, Mr.  Dias Ximenes, Dili, 27 July 2010.	
  
22Interview with the member of The National Parliement Commitee B, Mr.  Dias Ximenes, Dili, 27 July 2010.	
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All this time the media often publishes news of conflict and analysis that is actually misleading. 
Conflict and violence, especially mentioning the names of the veterans actually gains more 
place and priority rather than harmony and peace. It is time for the mass media to practice more 
“peace journalism” in order to reduce conflict and violence, and realize peace in the beloved 
country of Timor Leste.23 

Conclusion 

The media should contribute to realize peace by self-alteration to become a peace journalism 
that is the type of journalism that heads towards giving information which is oriented and 
directed toward the creation of peace, not provocation. Through the capacity building and 
training for the journalists, primarily those journalists who cover the security and defense sector, 
they will be able to write and report to the public in ways that minimize conflict and violence. 
Therefore, the mass media should undergo a paradigm shift from the practice of journalism that 
tends to push for conflict and violence intensification, to become one that boosts reconciliation 
and peace.  

Recommendation from Mahein Fuoundation:  

FM recommendation 1 

National Parliament Commision B, in the future, should be able to make interventions regarding 
such issue to avoid creating divisions among the people.  

FM recommendation 2   

Government must form an independent investigation team in order to be able to search for the 
true facts and motives behind the news publication in the STL media.  

FM recommendation 3  

Government needs to form a body that has a duty to carry out an appropriateness test to the 
press media. Such a body is important in the middle of the flaring of news publication by the 
media that does not follow the procedure and AJTL Journalist Codes of Ethics.  

FM recommendation 4  

Relevant party needs to form an institution of Press Council to receive complaints from the 
people regarding material of journalistic work and help the effort to finish disagreements 
between people and the press in Timor Leste.  

FM recommendation 5  

Media should only give the facts that take place in the field and must not change the statement 
of the informant, and also it cannot give its opinions of the fact acquireds from the interview or 
documents, without first labeling the article as an Editiorial.  

FM recommendation 6  

Electronic media and print media should have journalists who are able to master the issue 
regarding national security and defense so they become professional in their coverage of 
incidents and writing news in the sector of security and defense.  

FM recommendation 7  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
23 arahguru.wordpress.com/.../nyanyi-sunyi-jurnalisme-perdamaian	
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Media has to reform itself into a peace media, not a media that instigates conflict. Therefore, 
there is a need for special training about Peace Journalism in news coverage and writing 
regarding national security and defense. 
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